
February 18, 2021 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 

Commissioners were present.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Hall 

noted that she would like to give an EDA update.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 

approve the agenda with addition.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.    

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 2nd meeting, Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

Chairman Jacobson asked Commissioner Hall to address the board with the EDA update.  Commissioner 

Hall noted that the EDA board was short two members and the municipalities generally make a 

recommendation to the board of an individual willing to serve on the board.  Commissioner Hall noted 

the City of Halstad had brought forth the name of Jeremy Melting as an individual who would be willing 

to serve on the board.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the 

appointment of Jeremy Melting to the EDA Board.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion 

and all voted in favor.   

The next item of discussion was the Wild Rice-Marsh River Watershed Comprehensive Watershed 

Management Plan Implementation Agreement.  Chairman Jacobson noted that the Board of Water and 

Soil Resources would have final approval on this agreement.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to 

approve the WRMR Watershed Comprehensive Watershed Management Plan Implementation 

Agreement.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Jacobson will 

sign off on the agreement on behalf of Norman County.   

Discussion then turned to the draft copy of a Memorandum of Agreement for the Sand Hill River 

Watershed, One Watershed One Plan.  After some discussion regarding this, the board felt they had no 

opposition to the drafted MOA and Norman County could support the document if a grant were 

awarded to the Sand Hill River Watershed.   

The next item of discussion was a resolution proposed by Auditor/Treasurer Hanson to add to the 

Committed Election Equipment Fund Balance.  A/T Hanson noted that she had come before the board in 

December with a resolution stating she intended to do this, but not having the year end balance this 

would need to be addressed after the new year.  Discussion ensued as to whether certain equipment 

had to be purchased with this or if we could change what we were planning to purchase?  A/T Hanson 

explained that at this time she is looking toward purchasing a high-speed counter if all the townships 

stay as mail ballot precincts, but should they not, it can be used toward other equipment, such as poll 

pads, or replacements for the AutoMark machines.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to adopt 

CR-02-18-2021-1 A Resolution Adding to the Committed Election Equipment Fund Balance in the 

amount of $30,000.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas 

and 0 nays.  Resolution was adopted unanimously and is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   

Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, was scheduled to give a COVID update, but was unable to attend due to 

isolating herself due to possible exposure.   

At 9:45 a.m. Matt Zimmer, representing Climate Control, Inc., addressed the board with regard to the 

HVAC Management Interface.  Matt explained that the current situation does not allow Kelly to access 

the Building Automation System due to Windows upgrades and software changes and support.  Climate 

Control proposes to replace the Universal Network Controller (UNC) that manages the Building 

Automation System (BAS) with an N4 EC-BOS-8, which utilizes HTML5 instead of JAVA, removing security 

risks and accessibility issues.  This would once again allow Kelly to access the BAS from any PC, tablet or 

smartphone with internet browser capabilities.  The proposal total for material, labor and 18 months 

software maintenance was $21,026.00.  Much discussion ensued and questions were asked and 

answered by Mr. Zimmer.   No decision was made at this time.   

At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Jacobson called for a short break.   

Chairman Jacobson reconvened the meeting at 10:15 a.m. with Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, 

addressing the board with his agenda.  The first item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was a proposed 

Professional Services Agreement with Ulteig Engineers, Inc.  for Right of Way services on 39 parcels 

involved with the CSAH 10 grading and paving project.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made 



a motion to approve the Professional Services Agreement for right of way services with Ulteig Engineers, 

Inc.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was additional discussion on the proposed Highway Building 

project.  Engineer Berndt proceeded with a PowerPoint presentation stressing the need for a new 

building due to the inadequate size of the current building, and the deterioration of the current building, 

along with why it should be built now, how to fund it without raising taxes and his recommendations.  

Discussion ensued for some time and with an 11:00 a.m. hearing on the agenda, commissioners 

requested more information be brought to the March 2nd meeting.    

At 11:00 a.m. the Social Host Ordinance Hearing commenced under the guidance of Attorney Brue.  Kim 

Myers of Norman-Mahnomen Public Health, representing the Coalition, was in attendance.  There were 

no members of the public present.  After some discussion, and no presence from the public, 

Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve Norman County Ordinance No. 2021-02-18, Social 

Host Ordinance.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried 

unanimously.  The Social Host Ordinance Hearing was closed.   

At 11:15 a.m. the County Ditch #8 Hearing commenced under the guidance of Engineer Berndt.  No 

public was in attendance for this hearing.  Engineer Berndt discussed the petition received from 

Benjamin Kettner and Carol Liebl requesting to drain approximately 37 acres through tiling into the ditch 

system.   After lengthy discussion regarding capacity to handle the additional water flow, maintenance 

expenses over the last 30 years, and the original benefits for County Ditch 8; it was decided that 

Engineer Berndt needed additional information before a decision could be properly made.  Therefore, 

this was tabled for future consideration.   The County Ditch #8 Hearing was closed at 11:40 a.m.  

Chairman Jacobson then asked commissioners if they had all had time to review the bills as were 

submitted electronically.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   

Revenue - $ 19,792.80   Road & Bridge - $ 32,820.02 Building - $ 155.00 

Human Services - $ 756.50  Public Health - $ 1,580.55 County Ditch - $ 5,563.60 

County Homes - $99.29   Airport Authority - $207.98 

TOTAL - $ 60,975.74 Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson then addressed the board with two additional bills that had been received after the bills had 

been submitted; one for Kappes-Leiran Agency, Inc. on behalf of the Airport Authority in the amount of 

$3,730.00 and one for Northwest Beverage Inc. on behalf of the Sheriff’s Dept in the amount of $216.25.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the additional bills for payment on Friday in the 

amount of $3,946.25.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting at 11:50 a.m.    

 

 

________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


